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Ships shall be fitted with a system to automatically transmit the following long-range 
identification and tracking information:

 Ship’s identity;
 Ship’s position (latitude and longitude); and
 Date and time of the position provided

Systems and equipment used to meet the requirements of Regulation 19.1 shall 
conform to performance standards and functional requirements ** not inferior to those 
adopted by the Organization. Any shipboard equipment shall be of a type approved by 
the Administration.

Systems and equipment used to meet the requirements of Regulation 19.1 shall be 
capable of being switched off on board or be capable of ceasing the distribution of 
long-range identification and tracking information:

 Where international agreements, rules or standards provide for the protection 
of navigational information; or

 In exceptional circumstances and for the shortest duration possible where the 
operation is considered by the Master to compromise the safety or security of 
the ship. In such a case, the Master shall inform the Administration without 
undue delay and make an entry in the record of navigational activities and 
incidents maintained in accordance with Regulation 28 as amended by MSC 



* The gross tonnage to be used for determining whether a cargo ship or high-speed 
craft is required to comply with the provision of Regulation 19.1 shall be determined 
under the provisions of the International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of 
Ships, 1969 irrespective of the date on which the ship or high-speed craft has been or is 
being built.

** Refer to the Performance standards and functional requirements for the long-range 
identification and tracking of ships, adopted by the Maritime Safety Committee of the 
Organization by Resolution MSC.210(81).

142(77) of SOLAS Chapter V setting out the reasons for the decision and 
indicating the period during which the system or equipment was switched off.

Ships shall be fitted with a system to automatically transmit the above mentioned 
long-range identification and tracking information as follows:

 Ships built on or after 31st December 2008;
 Ships built  before 31st December 2008 and certified for operation:

1) in sea area A1 and A2 as defined in Regulations IV/2.1.12 and IV2.1.13. or
2) in sea area A1, A2 and A3 as defined in Regulations IV/2.1.12, IV/22.1.13 
and IV/2.1.14;

not later than the first survey of the radio installation after 31st December 2008

3) ships built before 31st December 2008 and certified for operation in sea 
areas A1, A2, A3 and A4 as defined in Regulations IV/2.1.12, IV/2.1.13, 
IV/2.1.14 and IV/2.1.15 not later than the first survey of the radio installation 
after 1st July 2009. However, these ships shall comply with the provisions of 
paragraph 2) above whilst they operate with sea areas A1, A2 and A3.

Ships irrespective of the date of construction fitted with an automatic identification 
system (AIS), as defined in Regulation 19.2.4 and operated exclusively within sea 
area A1, as defined in Regulation IV/2.1.12 shall not be requested to comply with the 
provision of Regulation 19.1




